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H. Res. 194

In the House of Representatives, U. S.,

July 29, 2008.

Whereas millions of Afvicans and their deseendants were
cnslaved in the United States and the 13 American colo-

nies from 1619 through 1865;

Whereas slavery in America resembled no other form of invol-
untary servitude known in history, as Africans were cap-
tured and sold at auvction like inanimate objects or ani-

mals;

Whereas Africans foreed into slavery were brutalized, humili-
ated, dehumanized, and subjected to the indignity of

being stripped of their names and heritage;

Whercas enslaved families were torn apart after having been

sold separately from one another;

Whereas the system of slavery and the visceral racism against
persons of African descent upon which it depended be-
came entrenched i the Nation’s social fabrie;

Whereas slavery was not officially abolished until the passage
of the 13th Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion in 1865 after the end of the Civil War:

Whereas after emancipation from 246 years of slavery, Afri-
can-Americans soon saw the fleeting political, social, and
ceonomie gains they made during Reconstruction  evis-

cerated by virulent racism, Iynehings, disenfranchisement,
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110TH CONGRESS
1sT SEssiox H. J. RES. 3

To acknowledge a long history of official depredations and ill-conceived policies
by the United States Government regarding Indian tribes and offer
an apology to all Native Peoples on behalf of the United States.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 4, 2007
Mrs. Jo ANN DAVIS of Virginia introduced the following joint resolution;
which was referred to the Committee on Natural Resources

JOINT RESOLUTION

To acknowledge a long history of official depredations and
ill-conceived policies by the United States Government
regarding Indian tribes and offer an apology to all Native
Peoples on behalf of the United States.

Whereas the ancestors of today’s Native Peoples inhabited
the land of the present-day United States sinee time im-
memorial and for thousands of years before the arrival of
peoples of European descent;

Whereas the Native Peoples have for millenmia, honored, pro-
tected, and stewarded this land we cherish;

Whereas the Native Peoples are spiritual peoples with a deep
and abiding belicf in the Creator, and for millennia their
peoples have maintained a powerful spiritual conncetion




2
to this land, as is evidenced by their customs and leg-
ends;

Whereas the arrival of Europeans in North America opened

a new chapter in the histories of the Native Peoples;

Whereas, while establishment of permanent European settle-
ments in North America did stir conflict with nearby In-
dian tribes, peaceful and mutually beneficial interactions
also took place;

Whereas the foundational English settlements in J amestown,
Virginia, and Plymouth, Massachusetts, owed their sur-
vival in large measure to the compassion and aid of the
Native Peoples in their vicinities;

Whereas, in the infancy of the United States, the founders
of the Republic expressed their desire for a Just relation-
ship with the Indian tribes, as evidenced by the North-
west Ordinance enacted by Congress in 1787, which be-
gins with the phrase, “The utmost good faith shall al-
ways be obscerved toward the Indians”;

Whereas Indian tribes provided great assistance to the fledg-
ling Republic as it strengthened and grew, mcluding in-
valuable help to Meriwether Lewis and William Clark on

their epic journcy from St. Louis, Missouri, to the Pacifie
Coast;

Whereas Native Peoples and non-Native settlers engaged in
numerous armed contlicts;

Whereas the United States Government violated many of the
treaties ratified by Congress and other diplomatic agree-
ments with Indian tribes;

Whereas this Nation should address the broken treaties and
many of the more ill-conceived Federal policies that fol-
lowed, such as extermination, termination, forced removal

«HJ 8§ IH
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and relocation, the outlawing of traditional religions, and
the destruction of saered places;

Whereas the United States forced Indian tribes and their citi-
zens to move away from their traditional homelands and
onto federally established and controlled reservations, in
accordance with such Acts as the Indian Removal Act of
1830;

Whereas many Native Peoples suffered and perished—

(1) during the exceution of the official United States
Government poliey of foreed removal, including the infa-
mous Trail of Tears and Long Walk;

{2) during bloody armed confrontations and mas-
sacres, such as the Sand Creek Massacre in 1864 and the
Wounded Knee Massacre in 1890; and

(3) on numerous Indian reservations;

Whereas the United States Government condemned the tradi-
tions, beliefs, and eustoms of the Native Peoples and en-
deavored to assimilate them by such policies as the redis-
tribution of land under the General Allotment Act of
1887 and the forcible removal of Native children from
their families to faraway boarding schools where their
Native practices and languages were degraded and for-
bidden;

Whereas officials of the United States Government and pri-
vate United States citizens harmed Native Peoples by the
wnlawful acquisition of recognized tribal land, the theft of

resources from such territories, and the mismanagement
of tribal trust funds;

Whereas the policies of the United States Government toward
Indian tribes and the breaking of covenants with Indian

HJ 3 TH
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tribes have contributed to the severe social ills and cco-

nomic troubles in many Native communitics foday;

Whereas, despite continning maltreatment of Native Peoples

by the United States, the Native Peoples have remained
committed to the protection of this groat land, as owi-
denced by the fact that, on a per capita basis, more Na-
tive people have served in the United States Armed
Foreces and placed themselves in harm’s way in defense
of the United States in every major military conflict than
any other ethnic group;

Whercas Indian tribes have actively influcneed the public life

of the United States by continued cooperation with Con-
gress and the Department of the Interior, through the in-
volvement of Native individuals in official United States
Government positions, and by leadership of their own
sovereign Indian tribes;

Whereas Indian tribes are resilient and determined to pre-

serve, develop, and transmit to future generations their
unique cultural identities;

Whereas the National Museum of the American Indian was

established within the Smithsonian Institution as a living
memorial to the Native Peoples and their traditions; and

Whereas Native Peoples are endowed by their Creator with

1

2

certain unalienable rights, and that among those are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled,

<HJ 3 TH
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5
SECTION 1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND APOLOGY.

The United States, acting through Congress—

(1) recognizes the special legal and political relation-
ship the Indian tribes have with the United States and
the solemn covenant with the land we share;

(2) commends and honors the Native Peoples for the
thousands of years that they have stewarded and protected
this land;

(3) acknowledges years of official depredations, ill-
coneeived policics, and the breaking of covenants by the
United States Government regarding Indian tribes;

(4) apologizes on behalf of the people of the United
States to all Native Peoples for the many instances of vio-
lence, maltreatment, and neglect inflicted on Native Peo-
ples by citizens of the United States;

(3) expresses its regret for the ramifications of
former offenses and its commitment to build on the posi-
tive relationships of the past and present to move toward
a brighter future where all the people of this land live rec-
onciled as brothers and sisters, and harmoniously steward
and protect this land together;

(6) urges the President to acknowledge the offenses
of the United States against Indian tribes in the history
of the United States in order to bring healing to this land
by providing a proper foundation for reconciliation be-
tween the United States and Indian tribes; and

-HJ 3 IH
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(7) commends the State governments that have
begun reconeiliation efforts with recognized Indian tribes
located in their boundaries and encourages all State gov-
crnments similarly to work toward reconciling relation-
ships with Indian tribes within their boundaries,
SEC. 2. DISCLAIMER.

Nothing in this Joint Resolution authorizes any claim
against the United States or serves as a settlement of any
claim against the United States.

@

«HJ 3 IH
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H. Res. 194

In the House of Representatives, U. S.,
July 29, 2008.

Whereas millions of Africans and their descendants were
enslaved in the United States and the 13 American ¢olo-
nies from 1619 through 1865;

Whereas slavery in America resembled no other form of invol-
untary servitude known in history, as Africans were cap-
tured and sold at auction like inanimate objects or ani-

mals;

Whereas Africans foreed into slavery were brutalized, humili-
ated, dehumanized, and subjected to the indignity of
being stripped of their names and heritage;

Whereas enslaved families were torn apart after having been

sold separately from one another;,

Whereas the system of slavery and the visceral racism against
persons of African descent upon which it depended be-
came entrenched in the Nation’s social fabrie;

Whereas slavery was not officially abolished until the passage
of the 13th Amendment to the United States Congtitu-
tion in 1865 after the end of the Civil War;

Whereas after emancipation from 246 years of slavery, Afri-
can-Americans soon saw the fleeting politieal, social, and
economic gains they made during Reconstruction evis-

cerated by virulent racism, Iynchings, disenfranchisement,
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Black Codes, and racial segregation laws that imposed a
rigid system of officially sanctioned racial segregation in

virtually all areas of life;

Whereas the system of de jure racial segregation known as
“Jim Crow,” which arose in certain parts of the Nation
following the Civil War to create separate and unequal
societies for whites and African-Americans, was a direct
result of the racism against persons of African descent

engendered by slavery;

Whereas a century after the official end of slavery in Amer-
ica, Federal action was required during the 1960s to
eliminate the dejure and defacto system of Jim Crow
throughout parts of the Nation, though its vestiges still

linger to this day;

Whereas African-Americans continue to suffer from the com-
plex interplay between slavery and Jim Crow—Ilong after
both systems were formally abolished—through enormous
damage and loss, both tangible and intangible, including
the loss of human dignity, the frustration of careers and
professional lives, and the long-term loss of income and
opportunity;

Whereas the story of the enslavement and de Jure segregation
of African-Americans and the dehumanizing atrocities
committed against them should not be purged from or

minimized in the telling of American history;

Whereas on July 8, 2003, during a trip to Goree Island, Sen-
egal, a former slave port, President George W. Bush ac-
knowledged slavery’s continuing legacy in American life
and the need to confront that legacy when he stated that
slavery “was . . . one of the greatest crimes of history
- . . The racial bigotry fed by slavery did not end with

«HRES 194 EH
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slavery or with segregation. And many of the issues that
still trouble America have roots in the bitter experience
of other times. But however long the journey, our destiny
is set: liberty and justice for all.”;

Whereas President Bill Clinton also acknowledged the deep-
seated problems caused by the continuing legacy of rac-
Ism against African-Americans that began with slavery
when he initiated a national dialogue about race;

Whereas a genuine apology is an mportant and necessary

first step in the process of racial reconciliation;

Whereas an apology for centuries of brutal dehumanization
and injustices cannot erase the past, but confession of
the wrongs committed can speed racial healing and rec-
oneibation and help Americans confront the ghosts of
their past;

Whereas the legislature of the Commonwealth of Virginia has
recently taken the lead in adopting a resolution officially
expressing appropriate remorse for slavery and other
State legislatures have adopted or are considering similar

resolutions; and

Whereas it is important for this country, which legally recog-
nized slavery through its Constitution and its laws, to
make a formal apology for slavery and for its successor,
Jiun Crow, so that it can move forward and seek rec-
onciliation, justice, and harmony for all of its citizens:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives

(1) acknowledges that slavery is incompatible with
the basic founding prineiples recognized m the Declara-

tion of Independence that all men are created equal;

*HRES 194 EH
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(2) acknowledges the fundamental mjustice, cruelty,
brutality, and inhumanity of slavery and Jim Crow;

(3) apologizes to African Americans on behalf of the
people of the United States, for the wrongs committed
against them and their ancestors who suffered under
slavery and Jim Crow; and

(4) expresses its commitment to rectify the lin-
gering consequences of the misdeeds committed against
African Americans under slavery and Jim Crow and to
stop the oceurrence of human rights violations in the fu-
ture.

Attest:

Clerk,

*HRES 194 EH
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JUNE 18, 2009
Referred to the Committee on the J udiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Apologizing for the enslavement and racial segregation of
African-Americans,

Whereas during the history of the N ation, the United States
has grown intc a symbol of democracy and freedom
around the world;

Whereas the legacy of African-Americans is interwoven with
the very fabric of the democracy and freedom of the
United States;

Whereas millions of Africans and their descendants were

enslaved in the United States and the 13 American eolo-
nies from 1619 through 1865;

Whereas Africans forced into slavery were brutalized, humili-
ated, dehumanized, and subjected to the indignity of
being stripped of their names and heritage;

Whereas many enslaved families were torn apart after family
members were sold separately;
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Whereas the system of slavery and the visceral racism against
people of African descent upon which it depended became
enmeshed in the social fabrie of the United States;

Whereas slavery was not officially abolished until the ratifica-
tion of the 13th amendment to the Constitution of the
United States in 1865, after the end of the Civil War;

Whereas after emancipation from 246 years of slavery, Afri-
can-Americans soon saw the fleeting politieal, social, and
economic gains they made during Reconstruction evis-
cerated by virnlent racism, lynchings, disenfranchisement,
Black Codes, and racial segregation laws that imposed a
rigid system of officially sanctioned racial segregation in
virtually all areas of life;

Whereas the system of de jure racial segregation known as
“Jim Crow”, which arose in certain parts of the United
States after the Civil War to create separate and unequal
socleties for Whites and African-Americans, was a direct
result of the racism against people of African descent
that was engendered by slavery;

Whereas the system of Jim Crow laws officially existed until
the 1960s—a century after the official end of slavery in
the United States—until Congress took action to end it,
but the vestiges of Jim Crow continue to this day;

Whereas African-Americans continue to suffer from the con-
sequences of slavery and Jim Crow laws—long after both
systems were formally abolished—through enormous
damage and loss, both tangible and intangible, including
the loss of human dignity and liberty:

Whereas the story of the enslavement and de Jjure segregation
of African-Americans and the dehumanizing atrocities
committed against them should not be purged from or

SCON 286 RFH
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minimized in the telling of the history of the United
States:

Whereas those African-Americans who suffered under slavery
and Jim Crow laws, and their descendants, exemplify the
strength of the human character and provide a model of
courage, commitment, and perseverance;

Whereas on July 8, 2003, during a trip to Goree Island, Sen-
egal, a former slave port, President George W. Bush ac-
knowledged the continuing legacy of slavery in life in the
United States and the need to confront that legacy, when
he stated that slavery “was . . . one of the greatest
erimes of history . . . The racial bigotry fed by slavery
did not end with slavery or with segregation. And many
of the issues that still trouble America have roots in the
bitter experience of other times. But however long the
Journey, our destiny is set: liberty and justice for all.”;

Whereas President Bill Clinton also acknowledged the deep-
seated problems caused by the continuing legacy of rae-
ism against African-Americans that began with slavery,
when he initiated a national dialogue about race;

Whereas an apology for centuries of brutal dehumanization
and injustices cannot erase the past, but confession of
the wrongs committed and a formal apology to African-
Americans will help bhind the wounds of the Nation that
are rooted in slavery and can speed racial healing and
reconciliation and help the people of the United States
understand the past and honor the history of all people
of the United States;

Whereas the legislatures of the Commonwealth of Virginia
and the States of Alabama, Florida, Maryland, and
North Carolina have taken the lead in adopting resolu-

SCON 26 RFH
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tions officially expressing appropriate remorse for slavery,

and other State legislatures are considering similar reso-
hations; and

Whereas it is important for the people of the United States,
who legally recognized slavery through the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, to make a formal
apology for slavery and for its successor, Jim Crow, so
they can move forward and seek reconciliation, justice,
and harmony for all people of the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

1 Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives
2 concurring), That the sense of the Congress is the fol-
3 lowing:

4 (1) APOLOGY FOR THE ENSLAVEMENT AND
5 SEGREGATION OF AFRICAN-AMERICANS.—The Con-
6 oress—

7 (A) acknowledges the fundamental injus-
8 tice, cruelty, brutality, and inhumanity of slav-
9 ery and Jim Crow laws;

10 (B) apologizes to African-Americans on be-
11 half of the people of the United States, for the
12 wrongs committed against them and their an-
13 cestors who suffered under slavery and Jim
14 Crow laws; and

15 (C) expresses its recommitment to the
16 principle that all people are created equal and
17 endowed with inalienable rights to life, liberty,
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and the pursuit of happiness, and calls on all
people of the United States to work toward
eliminating racial prejudices, injustices, and dis-
erimination from our society.
(2) DIsclmnmR.—Nothmg in this resoltion—
(A) authorizes or supports any claim
against the United States; or
(B) serves as a settlement of any claim
against the United States.
Passed the Senate June 18, 2009.

Attest: NANCY ERICKSON,
Secretary.

SCON 26 RFH
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APOSTOLIC LETTER
ISSUED MOTU PROPRIO

OF THE SUPREME PONTIFF
FRANCIS

ON THE JURISDICTION OF JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES OF VATICAN CITY
STATE
IN CRIMINAL MATTERS

In our times, the common good is increasingly threatened by transnational
organized crime, the improper use of the markets and of the economy, as well
as by terrorism.

It is therefore necessary for the international community to adopt adequate
legal instruments to prevent and counter criminal activities, by promoting
international judicial cooperation on criminal matters.

In ratifying numerous international conventions in these areas, and acting ako
on behalf of Vatican City State, the Holy See has constantly maintained that
such agreements are effective means to prevent criminal activities that threaten
human dignity, the common good and peace.

With a view to renewing the Apostolic See’s commitment to cooperate to these
ends, by means of this Apostoic Letter issued Motu Proprio, I establish that:

1. The competent Judicial Authortties of Vatican City State shall alo exercise
penal jurisdiction over:

a) crimes committed against the security, the fundamental interests
or the patrimony of the Holy See;

b) crimes referred to:

- in Vatican City State Law No. VIII, of 11 July 2013,
containing Supplementary Norms on Criminal Law
Matters;

- in Vatican City State Law No. IX, of 11 July 2013,
containing Amendments to the Criminal Code and the

hitps:/iw2.vatican.va/contentffrancesco/en/motu J)ropriddocummslpepa-francesco-mm-proprioHZO‘f30711horgani-giud'rzian'.html 13
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Criminal Procedure Code;

when such crimes are committed by the persons
referred to in paragraph 3 below, in the exercise of their
functions;

¢) any other crime whose prosecution is required by an international
agreement ratified by the Holy See, if the perpetrator i physically
present in the territory of Vatican City State and has not been
extradited.

2. The crimes referred to in paragraph 1 are to be judged pursuant to the
criminal law in force in Vatican City State at the time of their comm ission, without
prejudice to the general principles of the kgal system on the temporal application
of criminal laws.

3. For the purposes of Vatican criminal law, the following persons are deemed
“public officials”:

a) members, officials and personnel of the various organs of the
Roman Curia and of the Institutions connected to .

b) papal legates and diplomatic personnel of the Holy See.

c) those persons who serve as representatives, managers or
directors, as wel as persons who even de facto manage or exercise
control over the entities directly dependent on the Holy See and
Isted in the registry of canonical juridical persons kept by the
Governorate of Vatican City State;

d) any other person holding an administrative or judicial mandate in
the Holy See, permanent or temporary, paid or unpaid, irrespective
of that person’s seniority.

4. The jurisdiction referred to in paragraph 1 comprises ako the administrative
liabiity of juridical persons arising from crimes, as regulated by Vatican City State
laws.

5. When the same matters are prosecuted in other States, the provisions in
force in Vatican City State on concurrent Jurisdiction shall apply.

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu J)ropriddocumnts!papa—francesco—nmm-proprio_20130711_organi-giudiziari.html 2/3
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6. The content of articke 23 of Law No. CXIX of 21 November 1987, which
approves the Judicial Order of Vatican City State remains in force.

This I decide and establish, anything to the contrary notwithstanding.

I establish that this Apostolic Letter issued Motu Proprio wil be promulgated by
its publication in L'Osservatore Romano, entering into force on 1 September
2013,

Given in Rome, at the Apostolc Palace, on 11 July 2013, the first of my
Pontificate.

FRANCISCUS

© Copyright - Libreria Editrice Vaticana
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Pope Francis Apologizes to Indigenous Peoples
for ‘Grave Sins’ of Colonialism

Speaking in Bolivia, Pope Francis apologized to Indigenous Peoples of America
for the Catholic Church's role in the 'grave sins' of colonialism.

ICT STAFF

In a landmark speech, Pope Francis apologized on Thursday for the “grave sins” of colonialism
against Indigenous Peoples of America in a speech to grassroots groups in Bolivia.

“Some may rightly say, ‘When the pope speaks of colonialism, he overlooks certain actions of the
church; " the Pope said, according to The New York Times. “| say this to you with regret: Many grave
sins were committed against the Native people of America in the name of God.”

He didn't stop there.

“| humbly ask forgiveness, not only for the offense of the church herself, but also for crimes
committed against the native peoples during the so-called conquest of America,” The New York

Times reported.

He spoke to a crowd of more than 1,500 at the World Meeting of Popular Movements, standing side-
by-side with Bolivian President Evo Morales, the Andean nation’s first indigenous president.

Although Latin American church leaders have issued apologies in the past, this one went further
and was much more targeted, the Associated Press reported. Previous apologies had not been
directed at Indigenous Peoples of the Americas, AP said.

The Catholic Church was one of many Christian denominations that ran boarding schools in Canada
and the U.S. designed to “kill the Indian in the child” by taking kids from their families, cutting them
off from their culture and educating them in the ways of the European-minded settlers. The
Canadian Truth and Reconciliation Commission on June 2 came out with a report calling such
practices “cultural genocide” and recommending that Prime Minister Stephen Harper ask the Pope
for an apology. Though Harper met with Pope Francis and mentioned the report, he did not
specifically request the apology, and the Pontiff's words in Bolivia did not reference the TRC
document.

RELATED: Pope Francis and Prime Minister Stephen Harper Talk Truth and Reconciliation at Vatican




Many have called for him to outright rescind the Doctrine of Discovery, which paved the way for
centuries of oppression against Indigenous Peoples.

RELATED: Nuns Urge Pope to Rescind Doctrine of Discovery

The Pontiff is touring South America for eight days, with stops in Ecuador, Bolivia and Paraguay. He
has come out strongly against the environmental ravages and social injustice of climate change,
and in Thursday's speech he continued in that vein, by calling leaders who do not defend Mother
Earth “cowards.” He also said they are committing “a grave sin,” AP said.

RELATED: Pope Francis: Protecting Mother Earth Is Our Duty, Not an Option

Pope Francis: Indigenous Peoples 'Should Be the Principal Dialogue Partners’ on Projects




The Holy See

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE
WORLD DAY OF PEACE

1 JANUARY 2015

NO LONGER SLAVES, BUT BROTHERS AND SISTERS

1. At the beginning of this New Year, which we welcome as God's gracious gift to all humanity, |
offer heartfelt wishes of peace to every man and woman, to all the world’s peoples and nations, to
heads of state and government, and to religious leaders. In doing so, | pray for an end to wars,
conflicts and the great suffering caused by human agency, by epidemics past and present, and by
the devastation wrought by natural disasters. | pray especially that, on the basis of our common
calling to cooperate with God and all people of good will for the advancement of harmony and
peace in the world, we may resist the temptation to act in a manner unworthy of our humanity.

In my Message for Peace last year, | spoke of “the desire for a full life... which includes a longing
for fraternity which draws us to fellowship with others and enables us to see them not as enemies
or rivals, but as brothers and sisters to be accepted and embraced”.[1] Since we are by nature
relational beings, meant to find fulfilment through interpersonal relationships inspired by justice
and love, it is fundamental for our human development that our dignity, freedom and autonomy be
acknowledged and respected. Tragically, the growing scourge of man's exploitation by man
gravely damages the life of communion and our calling to forge interpersonal relations marked by

respect, justice and love. This abominable phenomenon, which leads to contempt for the
fundamental rights of others and to the suppression of their freedom and dignity, takes many
forms. | would like briefly to consider these, so that, in the light of God's word, we can consider all
men and women “no longer slaves, but brothers and sisters”.

Listening to God's plan for humanity
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AG/RES. 2888 (XLVI-0/16)

AMERICAN DECLARATION
ON THE RIGHTS OF
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

(Adopted at the third plenary session,
held on June 15, 2016)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING the contents of resolution AG/RES. 2867
(XLIV-O/14), “Draft American Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples,” as well as all previous resolutions on
this issue;

RECALLING ALSO the declaration “Rights of the
Indigenous Peoples of the Americas” [AG/DEC. 79
(XLIV-O/14)], which reaffirms that progress in promoting
and effectively protecting the rights of the indigenous
peoples of the Americas is a priority for the Organization
of American States;




Andes tothe Amazon
Pope says indigenous people must have final say about
theirland

David Hill

Mon 20 Feb-2017 20.04 EST

In the 15th century papal bulls promoted and provided legal justification for the
conquest and theft of indigenous peoples’ lands and resources worldwide - the
consequences of which are still being felt today. The right to conquest in one such bull,
the Romanus Pontifex, issued in the 1450s when Nicholas V was the Pope, was granted
in perpetuity.

How times have changed. Last week, over 560 years Iater, Francis, the first Pope from
Latin America, struck a rather different note - for indigenous peoples around the
world, for land rights, for better environmental stewardship. He said publicly that
indigenous peoples have the right to “prior and informed consent” In. other words,
nothing should happen on - or impact - their land, territories and resources unless they
agreetoit.

httpsanw.meguamlan.oonﬂenuimnmenUandM-ihe-amazonﬂD‘fofeblzolpope-mdigenws-peoplepﬁnaI-say-hnd ; 1%
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“I believe that the central issue is how to reconcile the right to development, both
sacial and cultural, with the protection of the particular characteristics of indigenous
peoples and their territories;” said Francis, according to an English version of his
speech released by the Vatican’s press office.

“This is especially clear when planning economic activities which may interfere with
indigenous cultures and their ancestral relationship to the earth,” Francis went on. “In
this regard, the right to prior and informed consent should always prevail, as foreseen
in Article 32 of the [UN] Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Only then s it
possible to guarantee peaceful cooperation between governing authorities and
indigenous peoples, overcoming confrontation and conflict”

Francis was speaking to numerous indigenous representatives in Rome at the
conclusion of the third Indigenous Peoples’ Forum held by the UN’s International Fund
for Agricultural Development.

The UN’s Declaration - non-legally-binding ~ was adopted 10 years ago. Article 32 says
“states shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples
concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free
and informed consent prior to the approval of any project affecting their lands or
territories and other resources, particularly in connection with the development,
utilization or exploitation of mineral, water or other resources.”

Francis also told his audience “humanity is committing a grave sin in not caring for the
earth”; and urged them to resist new technologies which “destroy the earth, which
destroy the environment and the ecological balance, and which end up destroying the
wisdom of peoples.” He called on governments to enable indigenous peoples to fully
participate in developing “guidelines and projects”, both locally and nationally.

Various mainstream media including the BBC, The Independent and the Washington
Post interpreted Francis’s speech as a comment, oran apparent comment, on the
current Dakota Access Pipeline conflict in the US - almost as if that was the only
conflict over indigenous peoples’ land they were aware of. But what about everyone
and everywhere else? Such interpretations were swiftly rejected by a Vatican
spokesperson, who was reported as saying “there’s no element in his words that would
give us a clue to know if he was talking about any specific cases:”

So what do some of those who were with Francis that day think of his speech? How
significant was it?

hitps/few theguardian.comienvironment/andes-to-4the-amazon/261 7/feb/20/pepe-Indigencus-people-final-cay-land
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Myrmna Cunningham, a Miskita activist from Nicaragua and former Chairperson of the
UN’s Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, says the Pope was sending several main
" messages. These included the “need to reconcile the right to development with
indigenous peoples’ spiritual and cultural specificities and territories”, and the
importance of the UN Declaration and consent which was, she says, “ina'way a
response to indigenous demands.”

“I expected a strong message but his position exceeded my expectations,” Cunningham
told the Guardian. “He is truly clear about the struggles of our people and an important
voice to make our demands be heard.”

Elifuraha Laltaika, from the Association for Law and Advocacy for Pastoralists in
Tanzania, says it was a “timely wake-up call to governments”

“[His comments] come at time when, instead of scaling up, governments increasingly
violate and look with suspicion at the minimum standards in the UN Declaration,” he
told the Guardian. “Without heeding Pope Francis’s call, life would undoubtedly
become more miserable for indigenous peoples than ever before. Greed towards
extraction of hydrocarbons and minerals will open up additional fault-lines,
heightening indigenous peoples’ poverty and inability to deal with impacts of climate
change and a myriad of other challenges>

For Alvaro Pop, 2 Maya Q’eqchi man from Guatemala, Francis’s remarks demonstrate
his ongoing commitment to indigenous peoples’ rights.

“Indigenous peoples have been the guardians of their resources for centuries,” says
Pop, another former Chairperson of the UN’s Permanent Forum. “Free, prior and
informed consent is one of the most important issues of the 21st century. The Pope’s
comments are truly significant.”

Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, a Kankanaey Igorot woman from the Philippines and now the
UN’s Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, says Francis’s comments
illustrate his “vnderstanding of the importance” of implementing the UN Declaration.

“His view that a bigger chance of overcoming confrontation and conflict between
indigenous peoples and governing authorities can be achieved if prior and informed
consent is respected echoes what many indigenous peoples have always stated,;” Tauli-
Corpuz told the Guardian.

Les Malezer, from Australia, describes it as “gratifying” that the Pope took such a
“strong stance” on the need to respect indigenous peoples’ rights, and says he took the
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opportunity toraise with him the “Doctrine of Discovery” - the international legal
concept grounded in the 15th century papal bulls.

“Each person in our audience had the opportunity to say a very few words to the Pope
as he came around the room,” Malezer, from Queensland, told the Guardian, “I asked
the Pope to continue to review the Doctrine of Discovery which was followed by many
instances of genocide of indigenous peoples and the taking of their lands. Also I
requested the Catholic Church seek to raise awareness worldwide of the situation and
rights of indigenous peoples.”

In asserting indigenous peoples’ right to consent, Francis was echoing - and giving
sustenance to - a growing body of international law and jurisprudence binding on
governments, and guidelines, principles or operating procedures adopted by some
financial institutions, UN agencies and private sector groups. According to a 2013
report by UN-REDD on the international legal basis for what is known as “FPIC” - free,
prior and informed consent - “More than 200 States have ratified numerous
international and regional treaties and covenants that expressly provide for, or are now
interpreted to recognise, a State duty and obligation to obtain FPIC where the
circumstances so warrant”

Since you're here...

... we have a favour to ask. Millions are flocking to the Guardian for open,
independent, quality news every day. Readers in all 50 states and in 180 countries
around the world now support us financially.

As the inauguration approaches, America has the opportunity for a fresh start. Despite
unprecedented threats to democracy and bitter divisions, there are also reasons for
hope. In the coming months, the US will rejoin the Paris climate accord. And the new
leadership has pledged to put science first in its fight against the pandemic. Also,
America’s first female, first Black and first Asian vice-president will be sworn into
office, taking the nation a step further toward building a more inclusive government.
The incoming administration has an opportunity to steer the nation toward a path of
greater equality and justice, But every government needs to be invigilated. And this
will be no different. The Guardian will do that, And we will continue to report onthe
corrosive forces that will continue to threaten US democracy, long after Donald Trump
has left office - from a misinformation crisis to a surge in white nationalismto a
crackdown on voting rights.

We believe everyone deserves access o information that’s grounded in :sci'e,nc;eiand
truth, and analysis rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why We made a différent
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The Pope greets representatives of Indigenous Peoples
participating in the Third Forum held by the International
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), 15.02.2017

The following is Pope Francis’ greeting, before this morning’s general audience, to the participants in
the Third Global Meeting of the Indigenous Peoples’ Forum held by the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD), which celebrates the fortieth anniversary of its foundation this
year.

Dear Friends,

I am pleased to welcome you at the conclusion of the third Indigenous Peoples’ Forum convened by
the International Fund for Agricultural Development, which this year is celebrating the fortieth
anniversary of its foundation.

You have come together to identify ways of giving greater economic empowerment to indigenous
peoples. I believe that the central issue is how to reconcile the right to development, both social
and cultural, with the protection of the particular characteristics of indigenous peoples and their
territories.

This is especially clear when planning economic activities which may interfere with indigenous
cultures and their ancestral relationship to the earth. In this regard, the right to prior and informed
consent should always prevail, as foreseen in Article 32 of the Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples. Only then is it possible to guarantee peaceful cooperation between governing
authorities and indigenous peoples, overcoming confrontation and conflict.

A second aspect concerns the development of guidelines and projects which take into account
indigenous identity, with particular attention to young people and women; not only considering
them, but including them. For governments this means recognising that indigenous communities are
a part of the population to be appreciated and consulted, and whose full participation should be
promoted at the local and national level.

IFAD can contribute effectively to this needed road map through its funding and expertise, keeping
in mind that “a technological and economic development which does not leave in its wake a better
world and an integrally higher quality of life cannot be considered progress” (Encyclical Letter
Laudato Si’, 194).

And you, in your traditions, in your culture — because what you bring to history is culture — live
progress with a special care for the mother earth. In this moment, in which humanity is committing

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2017/02/15/170215a.html 12
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a grave sin in not caring for the earth, I urge you to continue to bear witness to this; and do not
allow new technologies — which are legitimate and good — but do not allow those which destroy the
earth, which destroy the environment and the ecological balance, and which end up destroying the
wisdom of peoples.

I offer you heartfelt thanks for your presence, and I ask the Almighty to bless your communities and
to enlighten the work of all those responsible for governing IFAD.

General audience: hope does not disappoint

Greetings to pilgrims from various countries: memory of Sts. Cyril and Methodius,
patrons of Europe

Briefing_from the deputy director of the Holy See Press Office on the 18th meeting_of
the Council of Cardinals

Presentation of the third “Economy and Society” International Award of the
“Centesimus Annus — Pro Pontifice” Foundation and the International Congress
“Constructive Alternatives in an Era of Global Turmoil”

Other Pontifical Acts

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2017/02/15/170215a.html 2/2
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-Thus shoutd help vou yadarstand how onr hwsmheingmﬂemd
who is making them! ASKYGL‘R SENATORS, CONGRESSMEN AND
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It was estered mio the Flouse Record by Hon. Lawvence H, Smifh, Wiscon-
sin, on May 11,1955,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD (page A3220)

Statenment of Caxl B. Rix, Milwaukee, Wisconisin:

1 appear in favor of the amendments.

Congress is no fonger bound by ifs constitutionsl system of delegated
powers. 15 only test is under the oblipatory power to promote human
rights in these fields of endeavor: Civil, political, economic, soeial and
chltoral. These are found m Asticles 55 and 56 of the Cherter of the United
Nations, a rafified and spproved treaty. They are being promoted in all
parts of the world by the United Nations.

Congress may now lepislafe as an uninhibited body with go shackies
of delegated powers under the Constifufion. Our entire system of a
povernment of delegated powers of Conpress has been changed fo a sys-
termn of undelepated powers without amendment by the people of the
United States.

The authority for these staternents is found in a volume entitied Con.
stnution of fhe United States of An®enca, Anpotated, issued m 1953, prepared
under the direction of the Judwiary Commitiee of the Sepate of the United
$tates and wader the chaimmanship of Prof Edward §. Carwin of Pruceton,
aided by the legal siaff of the Library of Congress. This is the conclusion on
page 427 of the Anpotations: "In » word, the treaty power cannet plrport
to-amend the Constitution by adding to dhe list of Congress’ enumerated
powers, but having acled, the consequence will ofien be that it has
provided Congress with an oppertunity fo efact measares which, inde-
pendently of a weaty, Congress could not pass, and the only question that
can be rased ss fo such measures will be whether they are ‘necessary and
proper’ measures for the canying of the tresty in question into operation.™

I will be noted that one of the princpal cases cited is that of the
Migratory Bird case.

“These conclusions are those also of 8 committes of the New York State
Bur Association, of which former Attomney General Mitchell aned M Jolin
W, Davis were prominent members,

Now, for some practical illastration of new-found powers uader
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70. Racial/Ethnic Codes
in compliance with Dspariment of Commerce Statistical Poficy Ditactive 15, the Office of Personnel
WManagement developed minority group designater codes to standardize the race and efinlc data colfected
by fedaral agencies. The collection of this data is provided for in 20 G.FR. § 163,302,
Effective January 1, 1881, the codes are:
A. Amarican Indian or Alaskan Native;
B, Asign or Pacific islander;
G. Black, net of Hispanic Origin;
D. Hispanic;
E. White, not of Hisparic Origin;
F. Not Hispanic In Puerto Rico! and

. Employvess i Guam or Hawail.

To facilitate the collaction of the data, OPM also developed Standard Form 181 (SF-181), Race and National
Origin Identification. Copies are avaliable through normal GSA stipply channols,

A SF-181 must be completed by all new employees. The form should be forwarded to the Personnel
Management siaff with olher required entrance-on-duty paperwerk.

Employees must be informed that the collection of this information is mandaiory and is subject taine
provisions of the Privacy Actof 1974, If an employee does fiot want to complste the SF-181 when he or she
snters on duly, the code which appropriaiely describes the individual shoutd be determined by visual survey
and a copy of the form submitied for himfher.
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